
5th Grade:  MR. TAYLOR:
This is my 17th year in Gateway, and 

this is my 11th as a school counselor.  I 
have been at Evergreen, Ramsey, Pitcairn, 
and now Moss Side Middle School.  I have 
an amazing wife, Michelle, and two boys 
Mason and Brody.  Mason is in 6th and 
Brody is in 4th grade.  I love to fish, listen 
to music, and travel anywhere outside of 
Pittsburgh.  I love watching Star Wars, 
especially "The Mandalorian".   I am excited 
to be merging with Gateway Middle School 
and getting to meet new staff and 
students.  I'm also looking forward to 
getting to know our new incoming 5th 
graders. 

Me t  Co n or
Moss Side Middle School 

WELCOME
We are so excited for the 2021-22 
school year! The last several 
years have been full of changes. 
This year is no different, except 
this year’s changes are a little 
more exciting. While there’s all 
kinds of growing pains with 
merging two schools - our 
Counseling Department is happy  
to have doubled in size! With all 
four counselors working together 
this year,  we are looking 
forward to meeting the needs of 
all students as they navigate the 
various challenges in grades 5-8. 

As always, we strive to help 
empower students to become the 
best versions of themselves.  We’ll 
continue to address Career, 
Social/Emotional, and Academic 
goals, and help support students as 
they prepare for life beyond 
middle school. This year our 
counselors are assigned to 
specific grades but we’re each 
here to support ALL students. 

Communication between 
families and the school is a major 
contributor to student success! 
Please reach out to us with 
questions or concerns this year.. 

6th Grade: MRS. HOWARD
This is my 21st year in the Gateway School 

District.  I started out as the district social worker 
for 4 years &  then eventually became a school 
counselor at Moss Side Middle School. I’ve been here 
ever since!  I am the 6th grade counselor in our 
newly combined 5-8 Middle School.  I love the 
diversity & family atmosphere of Gateway.  I have 
been married for 27 years and have 2 children, 
Sydney & Aidan.  I love helping kids & am actively 
involved as a coach for the 7th/8th grade girls’ 
basketball team and for the middle school boys & 
girls track team.  Recently, I have taken on a 
position as an assistant varsity girls basketball coach 
at my alma mater, Northgate High School.  In my 
free time, I binge watch murder mystery shows on 
Netflix, Hulu, etc.  My favorite foods are chocolate 
and any kind of pasta!
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8th Grade: MRS. JOHNSTON
Hello! And welcome to the New Moss 

Side Middle School. My name is Kathy Johnston 
and I am the 8th grade counselor for the 
2021-2022 school year. This is my 29th year 
working as a counselor in the Gateway 
School District. I spent my entire career 
working at GMS, and am now excited to be 
part of a “new” 5-8 team at MSMS! I have 3 
sons: 2 in college and 1 in high school, 3 dogs, 
and 1 cat. I enjoy spending time with my family 
and friends and attending my sons’ sporting 
events! In collaboration with my counseling 
partners here at MSMS, we’ll address the  
academic, social/emotional and career needs 
of our students in classroom settings, group 
settings and/or working with students 1 on 1. 

Please don't hesitate to reach out to me 
at any time. Together, we can make this year 
a successful and memorable one!

7th Grade: MRS. EDWARDS
This is my 5th year at Gateway & I 

LOVE working with middle school students. I 
have a background in social work and 
school-based counseling. I have 2 sons, Jack 
(8) and Sam (6). I enjoy reading, kayaking, 
laughing with friends, online shopping, napping, 
writing, and watching my kids’ 
baseball/soccer games. I’m also the Advisor 
for Student Council, and Stand Together (an 
Anti-stigma mental health awareness club). I 
love empowering students and watching 
them discover their own unique gifts and 
talents. I’m a strong advocate for ALL 
students, & believe everyone should feel 
safe at school.  I believe that offering hope 
and encouragement is sacred work. 

Stay Connected:
There are lots of ways to reach us 
and to stay informed! 

Rich Taylor: 412-373-5798
rtaylor@gatewayk12.org 
Betty Howard: 412-373-5799
bhoward@gatewayk12.org 
Jaynie Edwards: 412-373-5788
medwards@gatewayk12.org 
Kathy Johnston:412-373-5789
kjohnston@gatewayk12.org 

*Check out our 
Counseling Department website 
throughout the year to catch up on 
newsletters, request meetings, 
access resources, and to see what 
we’re up to here at MSMS. 
 

L-R: Mrs. Johnston, Mrs. Edwards, Mr. Taylor (back), Mrs. Howard
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